
Vineyard Wind reportedly making concessions to Nantucket 

By: Hayley Duffy 

August 26, 2025 
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A version of this story was edited for our paper and can be read here. 

Vineyard Wind seems to be making concessions to Nantucket after the town issued a list of 
15 demands to the offshore wind company earlier this summer, among the promises is 
Vineyard Wind pledging to improve communications with the town. 

A much-discussed and delayed conversation between the town of Nantucket and Vineyard 
Wind took place last Thursday, Aug. 21, and the parties “reached preliminary consensus” in 
three areas that culminate into the demands, a press release from the town said Friday 
afternoon. 

“The Town of Nantucket thanks the public for its ongoing advocacy, elected officials for 
their partnership, and the press for its continued coverage of this important issue,” the 
press release said. “We welcome Vineyard Wind’s renewed focus on accountability and 
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look forward to finalizing standards that uphold the commitments made in the Community 
Benefit Agreement.” 

Though the same outcry for accountability isn’t seemingly as apparent on the Vineyard as 
Nantucket, the Edgartown select board, which has said they’re considering similar action 
to Nantucket, had an executive session Monday to “discuss strategy with respect to 
litigation” on matters that included Vineyard Wind. There were no announcements made in 
the subsequent regular select board meeting pertaining to the offshore wind company. 

The consensus reached with Nantucket, though not yet official, is that Vineyard Wind will 
improve communications with the town and public “through a series of protocols that 
require regular, detailed reports, timely responses to questions, sharing of regulatory 
documents, and prompt emergency notifications, among other obligations.” Also under the 
possible agreement, Nantucket would play a direct role in planning the developer’s 
updated emergency response plans, and Vineyard Wind will provide detailed data on the 
aircraft detection lighting system (ADLS) performance — a hot topic on the Vineyard as well 
where a system turns blinking red lights on only when planes fly overhead. 

Earlier this month, Vineyard Wind, days after hearing from the Nantucket select board, 
announced they’d integrated all existing offshore wind turbines (one-third of the 62-turbine 
project were said to be installed as of the end of July) with ADLS. Part of the town’s 
demands was that for every day the system isn’t active, the company should pay them 
$25,000 per turbine.  

Nantucket officials made the demands on the basis that the offshore wind company failed 
to meet expectations set forth in a community benefits agreement, also known as 
the Good Neighbor Agreement, signed in 2020. The community benefits agreement 
established for the Vineyard was only just recently released, about a decade since its 
formation, and is structurally similar but doesn’t hold Vineyard Wind to all the same 
commitments as Nantucket’s agreement. 

During Thursday’s meeting, the town was led by select board member Brooke Mohr, and 
Vineyard Wind was led by CEO Klaus Moeller. The parties plan to reconvene on Sept. 12 to 
continue negotiations. 

“The parties are putting to paper the specific language of each protocol to achieve these 
outcomes,” the press release said. It also said that the parties agree the commitment 
needs enforcement mechanisms. 

Meanwhile, Gov. Maura Healey told the Nantucket Current last Tuesday that she supports 
the town and has been asking Vineyard Wind to respond. “I stand with the town, and I’ve 
already reached out to Vineyard Wind, including just a day ago, to reiterate my request to 
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them to work with the town to meet the town’s needs, especially around emergency 
response, communication, transparency, all of that. It’s so so important. I have been 
emphatic with Vineyard Wind about that and about my expectations, and I will continue to 
be,” Healey said. “And I will continue also to be available to meet with to discuss this with 
the town and with the select board and residents as we move forward because this is a 
long-term engagement, and we need things to be done the right way. We need real 
partnership with the town from Vineyard Wind, and that’s my expectation.”  

Healey said her administration’s worked on this issue with Nantucket for over a year now. 

 


